FROM    SEA   TO    SKY

The King appreciated the prompt arrival of the Blenheim
squadron to protect Athens, but having listened to theB.B.C. broad-
casts during the Battle of Britain giving details of the splendid
performances of the Hurricanes and Spitfires he asked why none
of these fighters had been sent to Greece. Could we not spare some
more from Egypt and why were they not being flown out to
Greece from England?

Papagos seemed rather subdued and not as pleased as I should
have expected with the successes of his Army. On the other hand,
Metaxas impressed me considerably, he seemed alive and quick
to grasp a point. After listening attentively to my view of the
situation in the Middle East generally he could judge for himself
how generous had been our air support. He was proud of the
Greek successes, the first of the Allies to carry the offensive to
enemy territory. He hoped it would have its effect on Turkey,
Jugo-Slavia, possibly even Bulgaria. He spoke of chasing Italians
from Albania, of future bridgeheads in the Balkans from which
allied armies might advance to fight the final land campaign
against the Germans. Where else could this be fought, certainly
not in North Africa where, he said, static war appeared to have
set in! Were these subjects being studied by the higher direction
but also, more immediate, what was proposed by the British in
event of a German advance towards Salonika?

I assured him that these points were under active consideration
by the Planning Staffs, that Greek successes against the Italians
were considered remarkable, that it was bound to affect Italian
morale, but warned him against overestimating Italian des-
pondency in Libya and I.E.A. and suggested the possibility of
Italian counter-attack in Albania supported by a reinforced air
effort.

In company with Dalbiac I visited all our R.A.F. units. At
Elevsis, just to the west of Athens, No. 30 Squadron Blenheim
fighters and a flight of No. 8o*s Gladiators were installed for the
fighter defence of Athens on an aerodrome which was liable to go
out of action for short periods after heavy rain. Arrangements were
being made for a proper hard-core runway. At Tatoi, renamed
Menidij the other side of Athens the aerodrome was more weather-
proof and here I found Nos. 84 and 211 Blenheim Squadrons.
These Blenheims continued to operate whenever weather con-
ditions permitted against military objectives in support of the
Greek Army, against enemy aerodromes and the Italian base port
of Valona. By the end of the year out of a total of 235 sorties over
240